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In mid-January 2008 the YWCA moved into 

our new headquarters building on Broadway. 

We are truly enjoying our new offices with 

windows – a first for most of us – and being 

located in this rapidly changing and vibrant 

new location. To date we have raised over $2.5 

million in our $3 million capital campaign, 

“Looking Forward, Reaching Out.” Our last 

dollars will help pay off loans on this building 

and our homeless family shelter on Center 

Street. Please stop by any time – we‟d love to 

take you on a tour! This project was made 

possible by the generosity and creative vision 

of David Glennie, Telos Development, who 

first brought us the idea of this unique 

partnership with a non-profit, affordable 

housing and retail sharing space in an urban 

renewal area. 

 

We have been very busy since moving in, with 

many events taking place in our new meeting 

rooms. 

 

Directors fly in from 5 states for 
NW Regional Meeting   
 

The YWCA held 

our Northwest 

Regional Meeting 

in our new building 

the first weekend in 

March, with 

representatives 

from most of our 

seventeen YWCA‟s 

coming to Salem from Alaska, Idaho, 

Montana, Washington and Oregon. Mayor 

Janet Taylor welcomed the group by relating 

her special YWCA experience when she 

arrived in Salem as a teen; we took care of 

region business; had dinner at Caruso‟s on 

Friday evening, and attended a fundraising 

session on Saturday. The Board of Directors 

was of great help in preparing a wonderful 

breakfast on Saturday morning. Our new large 

meeting room was perfect for our group. 

 

YWCA hosts Salem Downtown 

Rotary 

On April 16th the YWCA hosted the Salem 

Downtown Rotary for their weekly noon 

meeting. It was our first experience serving 

over 100 people and the new social room with 

it‟s built in buffet worked very well. Executive 

Director Carol Green gave a power point 

presentation to the group which included a 

history of the YWCA nationally and in Salem, 

and covered our programs and services. It was 

a nice opportunity to help Rotarians become 

more familiar with the work that we do in 

Salem. We gave tours after the meeting and 

everyone was impressed with our meeting 

rooms, classrooms and offices. 

 

Broadway Place grand opening 

In early May we held a grand opening of the 

entire building with Telos Development, 

Homestead Equity Fund V, and the YWCA 

hosting other funders of the project, Dalke 

Construction, Mulvanny G2 and Arbuckle 

Costic architectural firms and many others 

who shared in the development of the building. 

Mayor Janet Taylor, YWCA Board President 

Gwen Carr , Executive Director Carol Green, 

David Glennie of Telos Development and 

others spoke of their pleasure in seeing this 

project through to such a successful 

completion. Resident Linda McRae shared 

how meaningful her new apartment is to her 

life – how lovely it is, it‟s close proximity to 

downtown, and having the YWCA front desk 

we’re in! we love it! 

staff located in the lobby to greet her each day. 

Darrell James entertained us on our baby grand 

piano as guests visited and toured apartments 

and the YWCA. 

 

Lunch and Learn draws Salem 

area business women 

Beginning in June, the YWCA partnered with 

the DeDe Henley Group of Seattle and 

Chemeketa Community College to begin a 

series of women‟s leadership “Lunch and 

Learns.” Judy Todd and Jan Shannon of the 

DeDe Henley group were the presenters for 

three of the sessions, and DeDe Henley came 

from Seattle on September 17th for the last 

session. All of this is in anticipation of our first 

nine-month Women‟s Leadership class which 

will begin in October. The group is 

intentionally small – 12 to 14 women – in 

order to provide the optimal experience from 

each session, which will be held on 

Wednesday afternoons from 1 until 5 once a 

month. The YWCA is excited to bring this 

type of programming to Salem – and the need 

was made more evident by the high attendance 

at the “Lunch and Learns,” with over 80 

participants at each of the four lunches. 
 

Hold your next event at the 

YWCA 

The YWCA has rooms available for rent in our 

brand new building on Broadway Street. 
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The Young Women’s 
Christian Association of 
the United States of 
America is a women’s 
membership movement 
nourished by its roots in 
the Christian faith and 
sustained by the richness 
of many beliefs and 

values. Strengthened by 
diversity, the association 
draws together members 
who strive to create 
opportunities for 
women’s growth, 
leadership and power in 
order to attain a common 
vision: peace, justice, 
freedom, and dignity for 

all people. To thrust our 
collective power toward 
the elimination of racism 
wherever it exists and by 
any means necessary. 

2 A United Way Agency 

Our largest room will seat over 250 people or 120 

people when round tables are added. This room has 

access to an adjacent full kitchen. A list of 

recommended caterers is available upon request. This 

room can also be partitioned into two rooms. 

 

The computer lab has 12 PCs and 2 Macs, all with 

internet access and Microsoft Office 2007 installed. We 

have three smaller rooms that will seat 14, 30 and 49 

people. 

 

Equipment available to rent: 

  

Podium with microphone 

Portable sound system 

Laptop computer 

LCD projector and screen 

Wireless presenter with laser pointer 

China settings, silverware, platters, coffee maker, 

& table linens  

Wireless hand-held & lapel microphone 

  

Weekday and weekend rates are available. Discounts 

are given to non-profits and women's groups. Please 

contact the YWCA at 503-581-9922 or visit our 

website at www.ywcasalem.org for information on 

pricing and to reserve a room.  

 

New employees bring experience and 

energy to YWCA 

Val Moore, new Teen Parent Program Childcare 

Director, replaces Maria Gonzales who held that 

position for over 19 years. Val comes to us from 

Lincoln City with an M.S. degree in child development 

and family life from Purdue University, Elementary 

Teaching Credential from Claremont and a B.A. in 

psychology from Scripps College. Val recently was 

Director of the Samaritan Early Learning Center at 

Samaritan North Lincoln Hospital. Her list of activities 

includes the Lincoln County School Board (4 years as 

chair) and Lincoln Commission for Children and 

Families, among many others. Val and husband Gene, 

who works at Chemeketa Community College, raised 

six children and several foster children. We are very 

pleased to have Val with us. 

 

Anita Padilla, new Director of the YWCA Salem 

Outreach Shelter for homeless families, comes to us 

with over eight years experience as the director of a non

-profit shelter for homeless women and children. Anita 

has a B.A. from George Fox College in human 

resources management, and an associate of science 

degree from Chemeketa Community College in human 

and social services. With experience in management 

and supervision, case management, financial 

counseling and as a resource specialist, she is well 

suited for the skills needed to operate the shelter. We 

welcome Anita to the YWCA. 

 

Karla Iverson replaces Andi Kohlmeyer Petrone as 

head of our Women‟s Health Programs. A graduate of 

Chemeketa Community College in botany and Portland 

State University in Health Studies and Community 

Health Education, Karla is nearing completion of her 

master‟s degree in public health. A former senior 

project administrator for The Regence Group, Karla 

first came to the YWCA as a graduate intern and 

completed research for us on women‟s health centers in the 

United States. Karla has brought lots of energy and 

creativity to her position and, along with her other duties, is 

developing programs for our new Charla Richards 

Kreitzberg Women‟s Health Resource Center. 

 

Cherri Nopp retired from Willamette University in 

September of 2007 after 23 years, her last position as  

senior assistant in the Office of Alumni Relations. She 

assisted the YWCA as a volunteer with our Women 

Helping Women luncheon in February of this year and did 

such a great job that we hired her as a half-time assistant to 

Executive Director, Carol Green. Since then Cherri has 

been instrumental in organizing the many in-house events 

that have taken place in our new building. She has 

creatively tackled many of the organizational needs and 

developed new policies for the building. She is an excellent 

“detail” manager and we are fortunate to have someone 

with her experience join us. 

 

Itôs My Life 

The YWCA began a new program in February for women 

ages 18 to 24 called It‟s My Life. In a unique partnership 

with Northwest Human Services, we share a half-time 

employee to teach our Monday evening sessions. Divided 

into modules of approximately six weeks each, the 

participants have had training in employment skills, 

financial management, self image and self esteem, 

relationships and relationship smarts, including anger 

management and domestic violence. The next module is 

health and nutrition and will include cooking classes in our 

new kitchen. Another planned module is practical home 

skills, which will include minor repairs and other skills 

needed in managing a home. Guest speakers have been 

involved in presentations and we have had six to eight 

young women in each session. The goal is to help prepare 

women with skills they may have missed in their own 

family situations and better prepare them for self-sufficient 

living. 

 

Staff retreats to Cutler City  

On August 14th the staff 

of the YWCA traveled 

to Lincoln City at the 

invitation of Executive 

Director Carol Green, 

for a day of fun in the 

sun, lunch and activities. 

The weather cooperated 

beautifully with 80 

degree sunshine as staff 

divided into groups of 6 

for a digital camera 

scavenger hunt around 

Cutler City and the 

beach at Siletz Bay. 

Creativity was in evidence as groups vied for “first place” 

with their digital photos. After a lunch of grilled sirloin and 

salmon burgers people could do “crafts,” walk on the beach 

or just relax in the yard at the Green‟s beach home. Many 

made shell “angels” and quite a few ventured into tie-dying 

a shirt before departing for home in the late afternoon.  
 



At 5am on 
October 4, it 
looked as if 
the weather 

would put a 
damper on the 
YWCA‟s 4th 
annual 
YWCA Dis-
cover Pink 
Walk for 
breast cancer 

awareness. 
The rainy 
morning with 

gusts of wind was not promising. However, we 
began setting up in the dark, and as time passed 
and the sun came up, the periods of rain and 
wind lessened. Then the band, Liquid Assets, 
arrived. The wind calmed, the rain became 

light, then went away, and we even had sun. 
The weather stayed warm, and everyone had a 
great time! 
 
Our presenting sponsor, the Salem Cancer Insti-
tute, was out in full force, with Andi Petrone 
and the other Discover Pink Committee mem-
bers on hand and up front to help organize and 

keep the walk on schedule. YWCA staff volun-
teers had the food out early and available as 

Goodbye to Gwen Carr— Hello to Michele Gray 

Gwen Carr retired from the YWCA Board of Di-
rectors in April after several years serving as 
Board President. Gwen led the YWCA and Board 
through an amazing time in the 94 year history of 

the YWCA, as she accepted the Salem Outreach 
Shelter program into the YWCA, oversaw the sale 
of our buildings on State Street to Willamette 
University, entered into the Capital Campaign for 
a new building and program initiatives, and a new 
homeless family shelter. Her calm presence, her 
business acumen, and her very positive affirmative 
spirit made all the difference as the Board was 

asked to take several leaps of faith to accomplish 
our vision. Volunteers like Gwen are so special 

that it is difficult to thank them in any truly meaningful way –  we sincerely ap-
preciate her years of service and will enjoy seeing her at the YWCA from time to 
time on special projects. 

Our new Board President Michele 
Gray has fifteen years of banking 
experience, primarily in manage-
ment, as well as several years of 

experience as an instructor in adult 
education. 
 
She is a graduate of Oregon State 
University and is very active in the 
Salem community with Downtown 
Salem Rotary, Chamber of Com-
merce and other nonprofit organi-

zations. Michele is on the board of 
the West Salem Business Associa-

tion and lives in West Salem with her husband David and their son 
Jacob, who is a sophomore at West Salem High School. 

Maria Gonzales, Director of the YWCA Child 
Development Center with the Teen Parent Pro-
gram, retired in April after 19 years with the 
YWCA. Over that time Maria saw the Center 

through many changes. Located first at the 
YWCA on State Street, then at the Oregon 
School for the Deaf during much of her time, 
Maria saw the program grow, with many addi-
tional partners contributing to make our pro-
gram among the best in the nation. One of the 

Maria Gonzales retires after 19 years 

most significant changes was the evolvement 
from a GED program to a degree program when 
Barbara Roberts High School was formed in the 
mid-1990‟s. In 2002 the entire program moved 

to the Chemeketa Community College Campus, 
where it resides today. Maria did an excellent 
job managing all the diverse and sometimes 
complicated funding and staffing issues, while 
providing a quality experience for all the chil-

dren. Maria will miss everyone, but in particular 
the children – she knew all of them by name 
and would always take time to pick them up and 
talk to them as she made her way through very 

busy days. She and her husband enjoyed a 
lengthy trip to Mexico to visit relatives soon 
after retiring, and a lot of camping with her 
family during the summer. We all miss 
her and wish her the very best. 
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YWCA Discover Pink: Walk for Breast Cancer Awareness 

people arrived for the walk. Our other sponsors 
were also there to help and to provide informa-
tion about their services. Between Susan G. 
Komen and MammaCare, women were able to 

receive on-the-spot detailed instructions on self-
breast exams. Two troops of Girl Scouts, who 
had also been a tremendous help before the 
event, acted as guides on the route, McNary‟s 
FBLA team helped in a variety of capacities, 
and YWCA and Diagnostic Imaging staff were 
on hand, helping wherever a hand was needed. 
The tents and tables donated by the Linda Vlad-

kya Foundation and NW Natural Gas were ap-
preciated very much. Over 50 volunteers 
worked on this event and we are grateful to 
each and every one.  
 
The Walk was a success! People had a great 
time. The band played and played, and people 
from all generations sang and danced together. 

Some even dressed up in pink outfits, with 
feather boas, and pink wigs – including some 
dogs! The sponsor and vendor booths had lots 
to give out and to sell. The food booth provided 
muffins, breads, and cookies from Great Har-
vest and Los Girasoles, hot drinks from Star-
bucks, cold drinks from Jamba Juice, and water 
from NW Natural Gas and Roth‟s. Survivors 

received free hats from the YWCA and carna-
tions from Hearthbeat Florists. 

Approximately 570 people registered for this 
year‟s Walk, up from last year‟s record. 65 of 
those people were breast cancer survivors. 
Funds raised at the Walk help the YWCA and 
its partners provide screenings, clinical breast 

exams, mammograms, and/or ultrasounds to 
Salem area women in need.  



YWCA dress drive 

 

We need your formal gowns! The YWCA 
SnoBall Committee is collecting formal dresses 
for our Dress Drive that will help provide 
gowns for girls who might not otherwise be 
able to attend the SnoBall. Formal gowns that 
are currently popular (within the last 5 years), 
clean, and pressed can be donated to the YWCA 

or to any Mr. Formal.  

This is shaping up to be a very exciting year for the 

YWCA Da Vinci Girls! Not only will the YWCA 

work with 12 elementary schools again this year, but 

we will also visit our first middle school in the 

history of our after school program. 
 

Through our partnership with A.C. Gilbert‟s 

Discovery Village, a curriculum called “Scientist, 

Inventor, Artist” has been developed that will feature 

the innovations of Leonardo da Vinci himself. The 

focus will be on the math and science behind his 

great inventions and art. We will feature concepts 

such as flight, astronomy, symmetry, ratios, plate 

tectonics, pulleys, and so much more.  

Da Vinci Girls & beyond 

Da Vinci Girls Explore 

Math 

Invent 

Technology 

Discover 

Science 

Salem Heights Liberty Highland Schirle Walker MS 

Mondays Tuesdays Wednesdays Thursdays Tuesdays 

3:15-4:15 3:00-4:00 2:00-3:00 3:30-4:20 3:00-4:00 

Oct 6 - Nov 10 Oct 7 - Nov 11 Oct 8 - Nov 12 Oct 9 - Nov 13 Sep 16 - Oct 14 

Da Vinci Club 
A club for adult community members is 

being formed this fall that will be an 

opportunity for those who work in the 

science, math, engineering, and technol-

ogy fields to contribute financially in an 

ongoing way to help the YWCA con-

tinue to offer after school programming 

to the children in our community.  

 

The demand is so high for educational 

opportunities in an out-of-classroom 
setting that we often have a waitlist for 

both schools and participants. Please join 

us to help build this program to meet the 

needs of our community. 

 

For more information about the YWCA 

Da Vinci Girls program, the Da Vinci 

Club, or to volunteer at a completion 

event, please contact program coordina-

tor Terra Naught at 503-581-9922 x316 

or tnaught@ywcasalem.org.  

Fall 2008 schedule: 

2007 SnoBall Committee Members 

YWCA SnoBall 2008 
 

The YWCA SnoBall is the largest high 

school dance in the Willamette Valley! For 

our 55th year, the dance will be held on 

December 6th, 2008 at the Oregon State 

Pavilion from 8:00 p.m. to midnight. Tick-

ets go on sale November 1st at any Mr. 

Formal, the YWCA on Broadway St., or at 

www.ywcasalem.org/snoball. Students can 

attend the dance for $50 per couple with 

advance ticket purchases, or they can buy 

tickets at the event for $60 per couple. 

Check out our movie theater ad that will 
run at all the Salem Regal Cinemas from 

October 24th-December 4th! 

The Dress Drive Event will take place on 
Sunday, Nov. 16th and will be coordinated 
through a voucher system with the Salem-
Keizer School District Community School 

Outreach Coordinators to ensure that the 
students who need the gowns the most will have 

access to the event.  

For more information about the YWCA 
SnoBall or the Dress Drive, please contact 
Terra Naught, program coordinator, at 503-581-

9922 x316 or at tnaught@ywcasalem.org. 
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Capital Campaign Donors as of 9-18-08 

Foundation and Business Donations 

Ann & Bill Swindells Charitable Trust 

Autzen Foundation 

Carlson Veit Architects PC 

Charla Richards Kreitzberg Charitable Trust 

Creative Company 

Curry Architecture 

Dalke Construction 

Evergreen Charitable Trust 

Gannett Foundation  

Holiday Retirement Corp. 

Juan Young Trust 

Judson's Plumbing 

Kaiser Foundation Health Plan of the Northwest 

M. J. Murdock Charitable Trust 

Meyer Memorial Trust 

Oregon Community Foundation - Neilsen 

Family Fund 

Pacific Family Medical Center 

Paul G. Allen Foundation 

Pioneer Trust Bank 

Salem Foundation - Clifford & Grace Taylor 

Fund 

Salem Foundation - Gehlar Family Fund 

Salem Foundation - Kubin Fund 

Salem Radiology Consultants 

Santiam Memorial Hospital 

Silver Inn Tavern 

Soroptimist International of Salem 

Spirit Mountain Community Fund 

Telos Development Corporation 

The Collins Foundation 

The Salem Foundation 

Ticor Title 

Trust Management Services 

West Coast Beet Seed Company 

Woodmansee Trust 

Zonta Club of Salem 

 

Individual Donations 

Anonymous 

Cynthia Addams 

Ruth Allen 

Claudia and Henry Alonzo 

Jenny Alvarez 

H. Elizabeth Anderson  

Michele Atchison 

Eric and Janeen Baker 

Judy Basker 

Kathleen and Michael Batlan 

Delana and Russ Beaton 

Kathleen Beaufait 

Walt Beglau and Helen Cooper 

Alan and Sherry Bennett 

Jane Berg 

Suzi and Russell Bicknell 

Susan and Gene Bloom 

Diana and Egon Bodtker 

Sandee Breshears 

Melissa Seifer Briggs and David Briggs 

Gordon Bryson and Betsy Moseley 

Eva Caldwell 

Marge Caldwell 

Don Camp 

Susan Camp 

Renee Campbell and Ron Campbell 

Sharon Cannon 

Gwen Carr 

Claudia Cave 

Ellen and Steve Chambers 

Mary Lou Chavez 

Lesya Chira and Nathan Eubank 

Patricia and Edward Clark 

Nina Rae Cleveland 

Bobbie and John Clyde 

Bill and Nancy Collins 

Elizabeth Collins 

Kirsten and Richard Collins 

Calvin and Maryjane Collins 

Eva Corbin 

Tracy Cosgrove Lakatua 

Suzanne and Alan Costic 

Libby Crom 

Roswitha and John Crook 

Helen Cruise 

Ralph Culet 

Lynne Dagg 

Brett Dayton 

Megan Denison 

Chane Dillard-Griggs 

Leslie Dinsdale 

Jayne Downing 

Clay and Franca Dyer 

Kathie and Bill Edleman 

Idora Lee Eldred 

Phyllis and Robert Elgin 

Dennis and Jan Epping  

Thor Ericksen 

Susan Eyerly 

Leona and Paul Farrell 

Shannon Ferdandez 

Randy Fishfader 

Gretchen Flesher Moon 

Hallie Ford 

Susan and Alan Forkner 

Terri and William Frohnmayer 

Anne Furr 

Rachel Gamroth 

Jo Rita Gann 

Linda Gertz  

Elaine Gesik 

Judy and Vernon Gilmore 

Deborah Glass 

David Glennie and Rachel Perez 

Maria Gonzales 

Katherine and Stephen Gordon 

Adele Goulet 

Susan Graves and Lloyd Chapman 

Michele Gray 

Carol and Jim Green 

Mark and Karen Green 

Sandy and Jim Green 

Virginia and Les Green 

Robin Green Whipple and Mark Whipple 

Dondina Griffiths and RA Neitzel 

Pamela Gurley 

Susan Hamilton 

Kathleen Hanson 

Lianne Hargie 

William Gallagher and Catherine Harrahill 

Paula Hartwig 

Betty and Richard Haus 

Carol Hausser 

Charles and Barbara Haydon 

Lois Hellerman 

Marilyn Herb 

Addy Hesse 

Janice and Vern Hiebert 

Vickie and Dave Hilgemann 

Sue Hill 

Rebecca Hillyer and John Riedl 

Audrey and Brad Hirsch 

Thank You! 
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Susie Hosie 

Sue and Jerry Hubbard 

Maggie Hudson 

June and William Hughes 

Bonnie and Roger Hull 

Ronald Hunsaker 

Debra Irish 

Lela and Wilbur Jackson 

Nattalie Jensen 

Gina Johnnie 

Anne and Bryan Johnston 

Marsha Jonson 

Cathy Kampstra 

Rory Kaneshiro 

Sue and Gary Kaufman 

Katherine Keene 

Kelly Keene 

Gary Keigley and Ruth Sommer 

Ronald Kelemen and Kathy Ellis-Kelemen 

Karen and John Kerr 

Tamara Kiel 

Fiona Kiker 

Juli Knofler 

Ann Kresge 

Kristin Kuhns 

Lloyd Kumley 

Laurel and James Lace 

Karen Lamica 

Tom Lancefield 

Jean and Gary Lasater 

Wendy and Gabe Laudette 

Jeanne and Stewart Leek 

Ruth Lehmann 

Rose and Richard Lewis 

Nancy Lindburg 

Maria Lopez 

Karen Lord and John Klement 

Elva Lovato and Lawrence Tokarski  

Deborah Lush 

Ann and Ron Lyman 

Maralynn and Elliot Maltz 

Lisa Mance 

Jan and Lester Margosian 

Jane and Michael Markee 

John and Tami Martin 

Kim Martin 

Carol McAlice Currie 

Christine and Michael McClinton 

Sue-Del McCulloch 

Betty McDonald and William Hansen 

Maureen McGlynn 

Mary McKay 

Janelle and Mitch McLaughlin 

John and Carolyn McMillan 

Judy and Bill Meier 

Mary Mertens James 

Diana Miller 

Sue and John Miller 

Tammy Miller-Aronson and Harold Aronson 

Jawea Mockabee 

Melaney Moisan 

Sharon and Pat Moore 

Brandy Morales 

Carrie and Mike Mosar 

Maribel Naranjo 

Terra Naught 

Laura Nelson 

Aaron and Kristin Newland 

Janis Nichols 

Lucia Norris 

Lisa Norris Lampe and Calvin Lampe 

Shirley and Bob Ohmart 

Lynda Olson 

Hazel Patton 

Diana Pearcy 

Connie Pelton 

Andi Petrone 

Paula Portinga Booth 

Heidi Preuss Grew 

George Puentes 

Phyllis Quanbeck 

Susan Rauch 

Bee Jai Repp 

Candy Robinson 

Paul Rogland 

Sharon Rose 

June Ross 

Anna and Jim Russell 

Letty Russell  

Gretchen Schuette 

Richard Schultz 

Beverly and Gordon Schumacher 

John and Rosalyn Shirack 

Linda and Fred Smith 

Sandra Smith Gangle 

Marilyn Sotelo 

Leticia Soto 

Kate Speckman 

Donna Stambaugh 

Kassandra Stanley 

Annie Stecker 

 Ellen Stevens 

Tom Stevens 

Randall Straff 

Jane Strickland 

Theresa and Michael Taaffe 

Bryanna Taylor 

Janet and Duane Taylor 

Linda Teal 

Susan and Gerald Thompson 

Pamela Triplett 

Sarah Troutt and Chad Colburn 

Susan Trueblood Stuart 

Karen and Darrell Trussell 

Julie and John Turner 

Rebecca VanderMalle 

Valerie Vollmar 

Sara and David Wallace 

Joan Warnock and Hanneliese Selbach 

Christine and James Watson 

April Waters 

Vicki and James Willis 

Deleen and Mark Wills 

Kay Worthington 

Carol Yates 

Layne Young 

Leslie and Robert Zeigen 

 

Capital Campaign Donors 
Mark your calendars  

Nov. 20th, 5:30-7:30 PM 
for a special recognition event. 
Invitations will be in the mail to you 
soon! 

Capital Campaign Donors as of 9-18-08 

Our apologies if we have omitted your name. Please call 503-581-9922 x320 so that we can correct our records.  
 

YWCA Salem does not share names, addresses, or phone numbers with other organization‟s soliciting funds. We do include donor‟s names in our marketing materials, includ-

ing newsletters, annual reports, and foundations and trusts to whom we submit requests. If you prefer your name not be used in these materials, please contact us at 503-581-

9922 x320. 

Thank You! 
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Tragedy causes 

homelessness 

 
One of the greatest joys for me as the Case 
Manager for families at the YWCA Salem 

Outreach Shelter is to see a family go from 
being destitute and homeless to employment 
and living in a nice and comfortable home. 
Since January of this year I have seen fourteen 
families complete our program with smiles on 
their faces and filled with joy as they think of 
how they will enjoy their new homes. They 
leave with tears and hugs as they say goodbye 
to all the new friends they have made, and yet it 

is not really goodbye as they continue in their 
friendships and return to share all the good in 
their lives.  
 
 I think of one family in particular, a 
grandmother raising her granddaughter, who 
became homeless due to the death of her 
husband and losing her job because of an 

employer taking advantage of her hearing loss. 
She arrived at the shelter humbly seeking help 
with nowhere else to turn. After moving in she 
received the assistance and resources she 
needed to achieve her goals. She became the 
“grandma” of the house that everyone respected 
and loved, with a pure motivation and 
perseverance to succeed. During her stay at the 

shelter she was able to put money into savings, 
receive support and advocacy through case 
management, a new car (to her), new hearing 
aids, and a full-time job. Today she is happy 
and living in a nice duplex without any 
government assistance.  
 

-Kathy Meier, SOS Case Manager  

Interested in volunteering with one of 

our YWCA programs? 
 

The YWCA offers many opportunities to volunteer within our programs, whether you‟re 

interested in working with young girls as they explore science, math and technology, 

supporting families in crisis, helping with event organization and more. 

  

To find out more, please visit our website www.ywcasalem.org and click on the volunteer 

tab, or visit our www.givebacktoday.org and enter „YWCA‟ as the organization you‟re 

interested in volunteering for. We look forward to working with you! 

For the Fall 2008 trimester, the Child 
Development Center currently has 84 children 
enrolled. All but 9 of those are children of teen 
parents attending the Early College High 

School Program operated by the Salem/Keizer 
School District. What is noteworthy is that there 
are 52 children waiting for space to open up. 
Also, there are 34 young women pregnant with 
babies due before March of 2009. These 
numbers are certainly indicative of the growing 
need to address the issue of teen parents and 
their unique and, often, difficult situations. 

They must be commended for striving to 

progress with their educational objectives. 

We currently have openings for approximately 
16 preschoolers, or children between the ages of 
3 and 6. Anyone within the community is 

welcome to enroll in our quality program for 
this age group. For our community parents, we 
provide care throughout the year and during 
school vacations. We are open from 7:30 in the 

morning until 6:00 in the evening. Anyone 

interested can call Val Moore at 503-365-4707. 

The Center is conveniently located on the south 
side of the Chemeketa campus on Winema 
Place in Building 50. We have a wonderful 
facility and an exciting and serene playground 
(when no children are there!). The squirrels, 
nutria and birds of all kinds visit regularly. And 
we have just acquired a rabbit that was rescued 

from a busy highway. His/her name is 
Shakespeare and was a gift from his/her hero, 

Susan Murray, a Chemeketa employee. 

We also have a “Foster Grandparent,” Grandma 
Neesi, who has been here at the Center for 
years. She comes each and every day and 

spends six hours rocking, feeding and loving 
the babies. We have promised her a new rocker 
this year since she has worn out the old one! If 
anyone reading this newsletter needs this 
unique kind of therapy (rocking babies!), we 

invite you to call and sign up. 

YWCA Child Development Center openings 

Salem:  
Moving from Good to Great 
November 13 
The YWCA Salem Resource Assistance 

Program is proud to be a member of the 

steering committee that is presenting the 

social service forum, “Salem: Moving 

from Good to Great” on November 13th, 

2008. The Social Service Advisory Board 

(SSAB), through the City of Salem, has 

sponsored two social service forums, the 

first in April 2005 and the second in No-

vember 2006. Due to overwhelming re-

YWCA Racial Justice Program: Celebrating 20 years of diversity 

sponses from these prior events the SSAB 

has led the steering committee to a third 

event, a “Social Service Summit,” that will 

take place at the Salem Conference Center 

on November 13th. The Solution Summit 
will center around moving Salem from a 

good community to a great one. Social 

service agencies will come together for a 

day of skill building and focus on facilitat-

ing change at the individual, organizational 

and community level. Visit 

www.salemgoodtogreat.org for more infor-

mation and to register.   

 

Salem Peace Lecture 
The YWCA Racial Justice Program was a 

co-sponsor for the 19th Annual Salem 

Peace Lecture, “Race, Justice and the 

Presidential Election,” featuring Jo Ann 

Bowman. This event took place Wednes-

day, October 8, 2008 and was open to the 

public at no charge. Ms. Bowman is the 

Executive Director of Oregon Action, a 

statewide multiracial organization that 

works on issues of racial, social and eco-

nomic justice. She is also a former member 
of the Oregon House of Representatives.  

 

Salem Speaks UP! 
The YWCA‟s Racial Justice Program is 

proud to be co-hosting, along with the 

League of Women Voters of Marion and 

Polk Counties, City of Salem Human 
Rights Commission, Humanists Associa-

tion of Salem, PFLAG and the American 

Association of University Women, an 

event to commemorate 60 years of the 

United Nations Declaration of Human 

Rights Day. The 16th annual Salem event 

will take place Wednesday, December 10, 

2008 at 6:30pm at the First United Meth-

odist Church located on State Street.  

http://www.ywcasalem.org/
http://www.givebacktoday.org/


Come to the ñBringing 
Families Homeò Annual 

Luncheon 

YWCA Salem Outreach Shelter‟s 11th 
Annual “Bringing Families Home” 

Fundraising Luncheon on Dec. 11, is 
sponsored by Withnell Dodge-Hyundai. Hear 

from a formerly homeless family that has had 
their life forever changed because of SOS. 

Additionally, help the shelter celebrate its 
20th year of helping homeless families in 

Salem. 
 

To make a reservation or to become a table 
captain or sponsor, contact Wendy Laudette 

at 503-581-9922 ext 314 or via email at 
wlaudette@ywcasalem.org. 

 

Open house 
YWCA Salem Outreach Shelter celebrated 
the 1 year anniversary of our expansion on 

Oct. 14th. We are now home to 15 families–
an increase of 50% from our previous 

location.  

 

A new coat of paint 

24 individuals from the City of Salem 

painted our long hallway which leads to the 
resident‟s rooms for the United Way “Days 

of Caring Project.” They were a great group 

and did a fantastic job. Many thanks to all 
who came and worked so hard for the 

YWCA Salem Outreach Shelter.  
 

To donate to the YWCA Salem Outreach 
Shelter or to learn more about this vital 

resource in our community, visit 
www.ywcasalem.org or contact Wendy 

Laudette at 503-581-9922 ext 314 or via 
email at wlaudette@ywcasalem.org. 

 

Wish list 

We are always in need of donations. Here is a 

short list of things currently needed at the 
shelter: 

 

Brooms 

Pillows 

Trash Bags - 33 gallon size 

Bicycle Locks 

Powdered Laundry Soap 

Power Washer 

Tools (hammer, drill) 

sos corner 
Helping Homeless Families Since 1988 

Itôs Marilyn Monroe Elvis is alive and in the building 

      Party Like a Rockstar, 
a fundraiser for the YWCA Salem Outreach 
Shelter, was held on Saturday, August 16, 

2008 at the Salem Conference Center. This 
was an evening of awesome costumes, deli-

cious food, and great fun for a good 
cause! From the silent auction, to the 

VIP tent with complimentary Lemon 
Drop Martinis, to appearances by Elvis 

Presley, Johnny Cash, and Madonna, the 
night was full of frivolity with all pro-

ceeds going the help the homeless fami-
lies that call SOS “home.” Over $14,000 

was raised at this event for the shelter. 
Thank you donors, and thank you Amber 

Templeton and Sara DeCoster for mak-

ing this event a great success! 



Breast Cancer Support Group 
Meets at the YWCA the 2nd and 4th Wed. of 

every month, 5:30-7:00 pm. Free wigs, 

prosthetics, hats, scarves, reference guides 

and library books.  

Da Vinci Girls 
An informal after school educational program for 3rd to 5th 

grade girls. The goal is to stimulate girls‟ interest in science, 

math and technology.  

Divorce Education 

Cope is a seminar for parents who are divorcing or 

separating. The focus is to help parents guide their children 

through the divorce process in positive ways. Rollercoasters 

is an eight week workshop for the children of divorce. 

Children learn about divorce and separation through games 

and activities.  

Interpreting & Translation Program 

Is your agency in need of an interpreter or translator to 

provide services to non-English speaking clients? 

Our interpreting and translation services are affordable and 

reliable. We offer services in the following 

languages: Spanish, French, Russian, Romanian, Ukrainian, 

Vietnamese, Filipino, and Chinese. Oral Interpretation are 

$40 hourly and written translation begins at $.25 per word.   

It’s My Life 
A young womenôs life skill and leadership program 

The goal of the It's My Life program is to provide a venue 

for women to support and teach each other that crosses 

economic and social barriers, giving skills for life. This 

program is available to young women ages 17 to 24 in the 

Salem and Keizer communities experiencing life transitions. 

Resource Assistance Program 

Providing advocacy to individuals and families to 

overcome barriers to self-sufficiency 

A Support Service program for low-income individuals and 

families in Marion and Polk Counties. Support Services such 

as case management, interpreting, translating, transportation, 

locating housing, and community referrals are offered in 

Russian/Ukrainian, Spanish, and English.   

Women’s Health Resource Center 

The YWCA is focused on breast cancer screening and early 
detection. Breast cancer is the most common type of cancer 

in women. Early detection through Self Breast Exams, 

Clinical Breast Exams and Mammograms is our best weapon 

against breast cancer. Through the Oregon Breast and 

Cervical Cancer Screening Program, we are able to 

offer no-cost mammograms and pap tests, as 

part of women's health exams, for women 

between the ages of 40 and 64 who have 

limited or no insurance. With funding from the 
annual YWCA Discover Pink Walk and the 

generosity of participating health professionals, 

we are also able to provide breast cancer 

screening for women under 40 who have symptoms of concern. 

In addition, we provide self breast exam education and training. 

We also have a growing lending library for women‟s health in 

general, an internet connection for women to do their own 

health research, and have planned women‟s health 

presentations for the coming year.  
 

YWCA Salem Outreach Shelter 
A transitional housing program for homeless families in Marion 

and Polk Counties. Families living at the shelter have made a 

commitment to change their lives. During their stay, families 

work to achieve a successful transition from homelessness to 

housing. YWCA Salem Outreach Shelter is located at 2933 

Center St. #200, Salem, OR, 97301. 503-588-8898.  

YWCA Teen Parent Program Childcare Center 

The program, created by the YWCA of Salem over 41 years 

ago, assists pregnant and parenting students in earning credits 

toward their high school diploma. Now a partnership with 

Salem/Keizer School District, Marion County Health, Dept. of 

Human Services, Dept. of Employment and others, the YWCA 

provides childcare from ages 6 weeks to 6 years at the 

Chemeketa Community College site. This award-winning 

program graduated over 75 young women over the past three 

years. Openings for an additional 15 children from the 

community are available. Call 503-365-4707 for information.  

ywca programs & services 
 

For more information about our programs 
visit www.ywcasalem.org  
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Annual YWCA Events 

Cultural Diversity Conferenceï May 

Discover Pink: Walk for Breast Cancer Awarenessï 
October 

Salem Outreach Shelter Fundraising Luncheonï 
December 

SnoBall: Annual Dance for all Willamette Valley High 

School Studentsï December 

Women Helping Women Fundraising Luncheonï 
February 
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we couldn’t do it without your support 

 

You can help us shelter and feed homeless families, promote breast cancer awareness, give teen parents a chance to 

finish high school, provide support and training to families in crisis, and give young girls exposure to science and 

technology programs. Your financial support goes directly to the programs that make a real difference in the lives of 

the families we serve. Each gift, no matter how large or small, is deeply appreciated. 
 

□ YES! I‟d love to support the programs at the YWCA. I‟m enclosing: 
 

 _____ $1,000 (Circle of Friends)  _____ $100   _____ $25 

 

 _____ $600 (President‟s Circle)  _____ $50   _____ Other _____________ 

Contact Information 
 

Name ____________________________________________  

 

Address __________________________________________ 

 

City _____________________  St _____   Zip __________ 

 
Email ___________________________________________ 

 

Phone ___________________________________________ 

Credit/Debit Card 
 

Name _________________________________   □Visa  □ Mastercard     

 

Card #______________________________  Exp. Date ____________   

 

Signature _________________________________________________  

 

Checkð  Please make checks payable to the YWCA Salem 

 
Give Onlineð  www.ywcasalem.org 

This gift is fully tax deductibleðThank you! 

Return Service Requested 


